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The full details of negotiation between this point and the out-
break of hostilities five months later are too intricate to be traced
here. New light on them has been thrown by quite recent publi-
cations,1 The effect of these has been to dispel the myth that
a bellicose Chamberlain drove a reluctant cabinet into war. The
documents show that the cabinet was indeed reluctant, but so was
the colonial secretary. He had, as we shall see later on, been tak-
ing a leading part in European affairs, and was fully alive to the
grave risks of a colonial war-entanglement. Moreover his training
as a business man had given him a strong bias towards negotia-
tion- He never failed in patience or diplomatic resource during
these months. The person who did was Milner, The high com-
missioner had made up his mind (and his view cannot be lightly
ignored, for he formed it on the spot and was a good judge of
facts) that the Transvaal's helm was set for an independent
United States of South Africa under Dutch auspices, and that
Krugcr, with the wind of Afrikanderdom in his sails, was most
unlikely to abandon the goal under any pressure short of military
defeat. Therefore, while constrained to negotiations by Cham-
berlain, he did not approach them with hope or zest
Four stages may be briefly distinguished. The first, after the
British government had accepted the Uitlander petition, was a
direct conference at Bloemforitein between Milner and Kxuger
(31 May -5 June 1899). Here was perhaps the best hope of peace,
for the moderate Dutch of the Cape and the Free State brought
considerable pressure to bear on the Transvaal extremists. But
Milner appeared at his worst; his clear super-civilized mind lost
patience with the tedious and devious obstinacy of the Arcadian
president; and after five days he broke off the talks, A cable from
Chamberlain urging him not to, and suggesting new lines of
negotiation) reached him just too late. The second stage saw a
long discussion of various obscure and complicated franchise
bills in the Transvaal legislature, while the Cape Dutch leaders
renewed their moderating efforts; until Chamberlain (27 July)
offered an olive-branch in the form of a proposal for joint inquiry
into the bills by British and Boer delegations. The Dutch in the
Cape parliament welcomed this, but Kruger would not listen
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